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�  & Work Bees – Ride registration forms on webpage & by request! 

May 1 - 3….Work Bee at McKinley Camp…..…28 people worked 214 hours to replace boardwalk along trail to SB 

May 2-3…...Work Bee at Cadillac Camp………………………….……….4 people worked 32 hours to install Fire Ring 

May 9 – 17…..............Blossom Ride……….... Mullett Lake to Luzerne………28-53 riders enjoyed the great weather 

May 29 – June 7……. Oscoda to Empire……..… 65 trophies awarded………....88-103 riders braved the cold & wet 

June 13 – 28…………Garey Lake to Oscoda …75 trophies awarded….... 108-153 participants celebrated 45 years 

August 7, 8 & 9……......Work Bee………South Branch Trail Camp…….27 people worked 262 hours to clean camp 

Sept 11 - 20 …………. Oscoda to Empire…….79 trophies awarded……114-145 riders rode in sunshine & warmth 

October 3 – 11 …....... Color Ride …………………………..22-114 riders endured the cold & wet to enjoy the colors 

 
��������  

 
          

 
 
 

It’s that time again for anyone who may 
be interested in stepping up and joining 
the Board of Directors.  The following 
current Board Members’ terms will expire 
in 2010: Al Davis, Chuck Fanslow, Kelly 
Graham, Jack Heaton & Garry Randall.   If 
anyone is interested in running for one 
of these Board seats, please submit a 

“short” resume of 100 words or less to 
the MTRA Office by January 1, 2010.  
Ballots will be included in the February 
Newsletter with the final vote coming at 
the Annual Meeting in March. Remember – 
nominations may be made from the floor 
at the Annual Meeting.      

Calling all “Prospective” Board Members 

2010 Tentative Ride Schedule & Work Bees 
Ride registration forms available when dates are approved  

May 7-9…. ……………..Work Bee…………………………..Luzerne (clean up camp, need lots of helpers!) 
May 15 – May 23 ………...Blossom Ride……..….Luzerne to Mullett Lake………..…Pre-register by Apr 15 
June 3 – 13……………1st June Ride (trophy)……Lake Huron to Lake Michigan…....Pre-register by May 5 
June 18 - July 3……....2nd June Ride (trophy)…...Lake Huron to Lake Michigan…..Pre-register by May 15 
Aug 13-15………………Work Bee…………………………………..Elk Hill (set picket poles, clean up camp) 
Sept 9 – 19…………September Ride (trophy) …..Lake Huron to Lake Michigan…..Pre-register by Aug 10 
Oct 2 – 10………..Color Ride (Flip Flop Ride)….Cadillac to Scheck’s to Cadillac…..Pre-register by Sept 2 



                         To accomplish great things 
                                we must not only act but also dream, 

not only plan, but also believe.                        
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Secretarial Notes 

1. We’ve acquired more copies of the Rhoda Ritter book Shore to Shore on the Michigan Riding & Hiking Trail: True 
Stories of the First Crossing and Further Adventures.   We now have the last copies that were printed.  Since she has 
moved out of state, this book will not be re-printed.  It’s a great keepsake to pass on to future members.  If you 
would like a copy just send MTRA a check for $7.00 for each book and I’ll put it in the mail for you.  

2. We’ve had a great response to new and renewal memberships as well as map sales thru PayPal/Credit Card on the 
website.  We are in the process of expanding the option of submitting the 2010 Ride Registrations thru the website 
and paying with PayPal/Credit Card.  Please be advised that any extra money that is charged to pay by 
PayPal/Credit Card is for this service and will NOT be refunded if so requested.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact me at the MTRA office.  As soon as our ride dates are approved, we’ll be good to go! 

3. The Board has inquired about advertising in the Newsletters.  In order to comply with our non-profit status we must 
not collect more funds than it takes to produce and mail each newsletter.  Since the newsletters cost roughly $500 
each (of which there are 4) to print and mail, we would like to know if any members and/or non-members would be 
interested in advertising to help defray costs.  Please contact me with specific information and/or offers.  

4. If anyone is interested in “publishing” an informative article or editorial comment in the newsletter, please contact 
the MTRA office.  Sometimes we have extra space to fill up our pages.  Please use discretion in submissions.      

5. All is going smoothly in the MTRA office.  I think I’m finally organized but I’m always open to suggestions.  Please 
feel free to call or email with new ideas.   

                                                                                                                                                                           Happy Trails – chris 
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Michigan Horse Council Scholarship Available  
   The Michigan Horse Council offers three scholars hips each year to deserving 
applicants who may include high school seniors, cur rent college students and 
anyone wishing to further their education.  Current  members of the MTRA are 
eligible. The applications are available online at th e MHC website:  
www.michiganhorsecouncil.com , then Scholarships.  Completed applications are du e 
February 1, 2010.  Each scholarship has been in the  amount of $1000. If you have 
any problems accessing the application, please cont act Chris at the MTRA office 
for assistance.     
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Board Briefs:   
1. We have been offered the opportunity to lease some of the Trail Camps from the MDNR.  This option has been 

presented to the MTRA, the first non-profit organization to which this offer has been made, at a meeting in 
September attended by Garry Randall and Al Davis. Davis is chairman for the committee to investigate this 
opportunity if you have any questions or concerns.   The camps in question are 4-Mile, Stoney Creek and Johnson’s 
Crossing.   

2. PayPal has been a great success for renewal and/or new memberships and map purchases.  This offering thru the 
website (mtra.org) will be expanded to include Ride Registrations for 2010.  Mail-in memberships and Ride 
Registrations will always be accepted at the MTRA office.  Talk to Chris for details. 

3. With Board Membership comes a responsibility to clear and mark the Shore-to-Shore Trail from east to west and 
north to south.  In 2009 there were more than 48 workers who cleared and marked over 500 miles of trail 
volunteering in excess of 419 hours.  That number of hours does not include organized Work Bees!  Great job!!    

4. In general consensus, all Board Members feel that we, as horse and/or riding enthusiasts, should be pro-active in our 
communications with state Representatives and Senators.  It was expressed that we continue the communication 
process with our concerns about trails being closed as well as how much we appreciate their efforts in our behalf.   

 
News Flash – 2010 Annual Banquet Location Changed 

 
         Due to the sale of the Atrium Plaza Hotel in Houghton 
Lake, the 2010 Annual Banquet and Meeting has been 
moved to the Doherty Hotel in Clare.  The dates will remain 
the same – March 20-21, 2010.  Since there was so much 
interest in returning to the Doherty, the Board felt that it 
would be the logical place to move to if the dates were 
available.   
 We will have a DJ on Friday and Saturday nights 
with a fun-filled day on Saturday with shopping, historical 
displays, pool activities available and lots of networking 
with fellow MTRA members.  The Banquet will begin at 

6:00 pm with the General Membership Meeting to follow 
which will include voting for Board Members.  To top off 
the evening, dancing will follow with Wally Pike as the DJ.   
 Sunday morning will start with the Board of 
Directors Meeting at 9:30 am which is open to the public.  
Please join us to see your Board in action.  Included with 
this newsletter is a form for membership renewal and 
Banquet tickets.  If you wish to make reservations for a 
room at the Doherty please call 877-2-DOHERTY or 989-
386-3441.  If you have any questions, please call or email 
Chris at the MTRA Office.     

 

 
 

 

Things that make you go hmmmm! 
 
 Where would the joys of owning horses be without the art of pitching poo?  As we have all experienced that 
wondrous activity and have been criticized for littering and/or spreading filth, Linda Poucey has offered to share an article 
about manure which enlightens us to the essence of our deposits along the trail as well as in the barn, pasture or creek.  This 
document in its entirety can be found on the web at http://www.bayequest.info/pdf/manure.pdf.  Since it is lengthy, 12 pages 
to be exact, we will share only the conclusion.   

Horse manure is a solid waste excluded from federal EPA solid waste regulation because it 
neither contains significant amounts of hazardous chemicals, nor exhibits hazardous 
characteristics. The chemical constituents of horse manure are not toxic to humans. Horse guts 
do not contain significant levels of the two waterborne pathogens of greatest concern to human 
health risk, Cryptosporidium or Giardia; neither do they contain significant amounts of the 
bacteria E. coli 0157:H7 or Salmonella. Fungus, viruses, bacteria and worms found in horses 
have never been shown to infect humans and are unlikely to be zoonotic. Finally, the reality is 
that there are very few horses and even fewer numbers of them that frequent trails. People 
seldom encounter or handle horse manure. People who do have occasion to handle horse 
manure have never been infected by this intimate contact. Humans and other sources within the 
environment (e.g. wild animals and birds) with their overwhelming population numbers are far 
more likely than horses to contribute to human health risks. 

By Adda Quinn, March 1998, R.3 October 2001 
 We would like to extend a big thank you to Linda for sharing this information.  However, remember that our horses’ 
deposits are still our responsibility and we need to be vigilant in efforts to clean-up.  We need to scatter the manure and hay 
in the trail camps so that nature can do it’s thing to recycle.  And don’t forget to shovel any leftovers in the communities that 
we travel through to the Great Lakes.  We have a responsibility to our environment and those with whom we share it.   
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2010 Membership Renewals are Due 

 
Check your address label to see if your MTRA membership expires in 2009.  Right after your membership number – on 

the top line of your label – it should state the year through which your membership is paid.  If it shows 2009, use the enclosed form 
or visit the mtra.org website to renew your membership.  Our memberships run from January 1st to December 31st each year.  The 
cost of the annual membership is $25.00.  After March 31st your membership will cost $35.00.   Note:  all of our memberships are 
“Family” memberships including children under the age of 18.  At 18 years of age, all children will need their own membership 
number.  Sometimes it is possible to “pass down” membership numbers to children, grandchildren, etc.  Please include your email 
address if you would like to receive your newsletters and other notifications by email.  If you print your newsletters from the 
website, include your email address so that you can be informed as to when the newsletters are posted.  Your new membership 
card will be sent through the US mail. You can also order Banquet Tickets using the same form as for membership renewal.   

 If you have any questions, please contact Rayner at the above phone number or email address. 

 
 

 
As another great riding season comes to a close, we reflect on the time we’ve spent with friends and family.  My horses 

are part of our family!  I think back on the good weather, sunshine and fresh breezes when on the trail along the AuSable, riding 
with my friends or hiking with my grandsons.  I remember the rain storms and bits of snow on the Color Ride along with all the 
laughs we enjoyed around the campfires.  Please share those pictures of our fun rides on the mtra.org website.  Cherish those 
memories!  Look forward to 2010!  And keep in mind Winston Churchill who stated:  “No hour of life is wasted that is spent in 
the saddle”.  Happy Holidays and Happy Trails!!! – chris 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
 

This institution is operated under special use permit with the Huron-Manistee Nation Forest and the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources.   

Keeping informed is half the battle! 
 

  As members of the Michigan Horse Council we receive agendas and minutes of each of their 
meetings which are held in East Lansing at the beginning of each month.  These documents are extremely 
informative.  With the issues we’ve been addressing regarding trail closures, budget cuts at the state level for 
programs which impact our recreational activities as well as many other horse-related issues, these 
documents are very helpful.  If you would like to receive copies of the agendas or minutes of the meetings, 
please sign-up with the MTRA Office and they will be forwarded on to all interested parties.  Emailed copies 
will be free of charge; however, mailed copies will need to have postage paid.  All of these documents are 
available from the MHC website.   

Therese Kline is the MTRA representative on the Michigan Horse Council.  Since she has been 
named the Chairperson of the Trails Committee, I’m sure she would love to see any members at the meetings 
which are always open to the public.   
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2010 Membership & Annual Banquet Ticket order form                 DEADLINE for Banquet tickets– March  1, 2010 
 
Please send form & checks only to: 
MICHIGAN TRAIL RIDERS ASSOCIATION, INC.                                                     5806 E. State Rd., Hale, MI 48739 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________________________MTRA# :_________________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________ _________________City:_____________________________ _________________ 

 

State:______________________________________ZipCode :_______________Phone No:(________)________________ __________________ 

 

Dues enclosed - $25.00 renewal --after March 31, 20 10 - $35.00…………………………………………….…………...…...$_____________________ 

 

________Dinner and dancing tickets at $25.00 per pe rson……………………………..……………………………….…… $_________________ ____ 

(How many) 

________Dancing only tickets at $10.00 per person…… ………………………………………..………….…...……………..$_____________________ 

(How many) 

                                                 

  Donation to the Youth Riders’ Fund……………………………………… …………………………………………..……….…$_____________________ 

        

___________Would you print your newsletter from the MTRA website to save printing and postage?     Total (no cash)   $_____________________   

                            

___________Would you want the newsletter E-Mailed to you? If yes, please list your E-Mail address______________________________________ 

 

___________Would you want to continue receiving the newsletter by mail? 

 

 

 


